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The members of the Iowa Home Ec· 
onomics Association have been look-
ing forward for the last ninteen years 
to the time when they could have the 
privilege of assisting in a national 
home economics meeting. June 1928 
will mark the culmination of all their 
plans and efforts, for at that time the 
Iowa Home Economics Association 
with the city of Des Moines will be 
hostesses to the members of the Am· 
erican Home Economics Association. 
I wonder how many of you associa· 
tion members realized the full import 
of the message when you read in the 
paper that the next meeting would be 
in our own state? Did you realize all 
that it would mean in responsibility 
and in privileges? Did you have a feel-
ing of personal pride at the announce-
ment? It is natural that you should 
because as members of the state asso· 
ciation you are also members of the 
national organization. H was in effect 
a notice that your own meeting was 
coming to your own state. While the 
meeting is held in the city of Des 
Moines, the Iowa State Home Eco· 
nomics Association as a part of the 
American Home Economics Associa-
tion will have an important part in 
planning and the caring for the guests. 
The privileges that we as members 
of the American Home Economics A:s· 
sociation will gain by having the 
meeting in our state are almost too 
numerous to enumerate. The privi-
leges of even attending a national 
meeting are great. 
At that time more than any other 
are we impressed with the worth· 
whileness of our work. We are able 
to get a clean perspective of the whole 
field. It is possible for one individual 
working alone on her individual prob-
lem to see only her own field and lose 
sight of the social significance and im-
portance of home economics in its 
entirety. By attending the general 
meetings and the sectional meetings it 
is possible to see many connections 
and relationships heretofore not rec· 
ognized. I cannot imagine anyone at-
tending a meeting of the American 
Home Economics Association and not 
having a feeling of pride that she is 
part of the whole big group. 
Is it not a privilege to be present 
at meetings presided over by women 
who are nationally and internationally 
known because of the superior quality 
of their work? How many times when 
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you have read an article in a magazine, 
or reviewed a new book have you said, 
"l should like to know the individual 
who wrote that book?" Have you tried 
to picture the qualities that she must 
possess to have made it possible for 
her to reach her present position of 
importance? Have you many times 
thought that you should enjoy knowing 
some of <these outsta.J;,lding characters 
who at present are only names to you 
but who have furnished you with much 
inspiration? This national meeting 
will afford you the opportunity of see-
ing, hearing and meeting many of 
these individuals. 
We all recognize that the work in 
the field of home economics has made 
pronounced advance in the last few 
years, but do we all recognize the 
part the American Home Economics 
Association has played in this general 
advancement? How much of the pro-
gress is definitely traceable to the as-
sociation cannot be determined with 
any great degree of accuracy. We 
know that the association has exerted 
a powerful influence in bringing about 
a broader conception of what home 
economics ·should mean, of making 
contacts with other organizations that 
are doing similar lines of work and in 
setting up ideals towards which to 
work. We, as members, have shared 
consciously and unconsciously in the 
results of these efforts . 
With all the privileges connected 
with this meeting come many respon-
sibilities . The meeting is coming to 
Des Mo.ines because the members of 
the American Home Economics Asso-
ciation were assured that the city of 
Des Moines and the home economics 
teachers of I-owa really wanted the 
meeting and because they realized that 
the people of Iowa were able to take 
care of them. The state association 
officers are ready and will do their part, 
but their efforts taken alone are worth 
little . To adequately take care of this 
organization will mean that every 
home economics teacher of Iowa must 
realize the fact that this meeting is 
her meeting and take a personal re-
sponsibility in making it a succes·s. H 
means that you and I shall have to 
work all year making plans for the 
meeting. Then in June when the mem-
bers are gathered in Des Moines, be 
present and make them conscious of 
the welcome that we really feel. 
In all our plans for the national 
meeting we do not want to lose sight 
of the fact that the national organia-
tion is strengthened through the state 
and local organization and this year 
more than ever we wish to show a 
strong, unified working body of home 
economics people. We wish to in-
crease not only in numbers but in 
working power. 
Opportunity 
Still o1re the earth hastes Opportunity, 
Seeking the hardy soul that seeks for 
her. 
Be not abroad, nor deaf with household 
cares 
That chatter loudest when they mean 
the least; 
Swift willed is '.thrice willed; late 
means nevermore; 
Impatient is her foot, .nor turns again. 
-James Russell Lowell. 
